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CHARACTER OF CASE 


ESPIONAGE - R 

imWKL SECURITY ACT> 1950 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 




SECURITY IKFOmTION - 


Acquaintance raet the | | ln 1936 

but did not know them as CFm embers» 
Another acquaintance Imew the| 
as CP members in middle 1930^s, aue 
to association and activities, but 
did not know specific CP unit to which 
they belonged. Other acquaintances 
interviewed; not a ware of CP sympathy 
on the part of thel I 


K^\ 


/ f 
/ 


1 1. R. -9 


DETAILS! 


Unless otherwise noted, all informants mentioned herein 
are of known reliability. 


SECCRITY BIFORIiATION - 




APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED* 




SPECIAI- agent 
IN CHARGE 


2 - Los Angeles (65-11879) (Registered) 

2 - St. Louis (Registerec' 

2 - New York (100-3/6) (Registered) 
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L /t '"/F, 


1 

km Francisco, advised 

that she metl_ 


_learlv in 19^6 xjhen they were residing 


1 _ 


_1 She stated that her 

line of interest in 


documentai^^ photography. 


in m 

theC 


pdvised that she was not particularly interested 

tformation as to 

^ | recalled the follow- 

ing persons as among those known by her to be acquaintances of the! 

V 'S/' *- 


in politics or social causes and could furnish little inf ormation as to 
|attitude along these lines. [ 


WILLIA]'\ABBSFSETH, 73 Telegraph Place, photographer, 
employea on a WA project at one time, photographed 
San Francisco houses and recently lived in New York 
for several years. 


[ 


in the midciXo i^r^dU’s. 


Tho lived nec-r the 


DOROTHEA LANGE.TAILOR, Documentary Photographer, 

Iphotographer. 


RE: WILLIAM H WH3ENSETH, JR. < 

A report of the San Francnsco Retailers' Credit Association dated 
Deceraber 11, 1939, concerning AB"®'^SETH, then age forty-fifty, reflects 
that he was then assistant supervisor. Art Pipject Department, LPA, liPnd 
and Judah, Can Francisco, and nad been enroloyed there four years. 

C'fS_±.l£' 

His wife's name vjas given as MRGARET and it was noted that a 
marriage license had been issuedsAugust 3 5 1931 to WlnLIAM HENRY AE^KSETH, 
JPu and ffAKGARET hOORE, place andN^te of marriage riot shown. He wa^s 
divorced from his first wife, ELLIuy^PENSETH. Instant report reflected 
their current address as l 86 § Vallejo^Street, San Francisco, v;ith previous 
addresses at 305 a Filbert Street; 1218 Montgomery Street; and 1355 Taylor 
Street, all San Francisco, as well as Xh I'onlo Park, Berkeley, California. , 
It was stated that ABBENSETH and x^ife were living x^rith his mother at the 
current address. 
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fiF 6^-2h27 

SF 


I Imnrriedl 

V7d c bcr n | 

Ncttiiralizaiion Ss^rvice records. __ 

San Francisco idvi F;pfj m D< 
and his wife, kncv/n as I xvore ] 

of the CoiraTimist Party in Saif F^Soacxsco, 


I according to InimiKration and 

if\ \ _ 

i in December, 19^3, tl-Ta-t J 

Lore mombers of the North Beach ''Club 


The Commimist Party hos been citod by the Attorney General as a 
subversive orranizaticn which seeks to alter the form of Government of the 
United States by un-Constitutional mo ms.. 


July 1' 


A report of the Sa n Francisco R^jtailers* Credit Association dated 
L9ii9. reflects thabi 


RE; MliS. WRCTimSlJMti^^i^OR 

I'lrs. TAffiOR >71 s bom May 26, 169^ at Hoboken, New _Jersey, ‘.•'.nd 
IS presently the.wifc^ of ProL!.8Scr PalIL SCHUSTE??^i;J^R, Chairman of the 
Dopartmont of Eco, omics, University of California (U.C.) at Berkeley. 

^ - 

The U.C. Index of Pablications written by faculty members, 
reflects that Pr<}fts.sur TjIYLOR has publislioa material dealing with 
seamen's labor mitters on the Pacific Coasb, tnc problems of firm labor(5rs, 
and of Mexican migratory farm laborers. ^ 

I n Berkeley, has advLsed 

that he beljoved that Mis. EiYLOR illustrated some' of the publications 
of Professor TAYIDR and expressed the personal opinion tliat these were 
"propagandi piiotogniphs in that by adroit use of li'^hting, composition, 
and subject matter, Mrs. lAYTjOR had conveyed a very dismal and depressing* 
view of exploitation of migratory laborers by largo and wealthy agi“icultural 
interests," 


The records of the Alamed.i County Rotiilors' Credit Association 
reflect that DOROTHEA LANGE war a Government photcgi'aphor in 1939. 

Vihuu intorvievwxi by the FBT in February, I 

mentioned Professor and Mrs. TaYl-OR as among their few acquaintances. 
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thir publication due to certain disagreementsvover Jts contents. SF [ 
stated that aiRR^io^DBERG of the Sailers Union of the Pacific (SliP), did 
net feel that tno SuP was getting enough coverage. 


Jidv.ised that he had hv-jon acan.y ntod with[ 


t 




1 


(mentioned above) and h^s wife and 
Party members in the same manner m wnicn he believed the 
Party members. He stated that he did not know whether the. 


and believed them to be 
Ito be 


E 


jere 





so that It would appear logical tnai ne 


would be acquainted with photographers interested in Communist activitit 


on|_ 


|rcinemberc‘d meetingf 


San Francisco at one timj, and 


Iwho resided 


a photographer^ at a duice sponsored by the Amet ican Russian Insbitutb'-and 
held in a hall 1coated in the 1800 block of California Street between Polk 
and Van Ness, sometime in the middle 1 dint 
whethei' they were acquiiintcd with the I 


He stated that he did net know 


[ 


1 


ecalled 


intellectual crowd,*' bu t statr.o a,hat ne 


_n 'trial 

at that time or wi other | I wasvecquainted with the 


IS a German who "ran wi th the 
did nob bif.wi femplovment 


[ 


I 


escribed 


Jis one fd the early artists 


m the Cormi^uiii st movement but a rain he stated ho d id not specifically know 
whether acquainted with tha 


I 


[ 


S stated that ho d.ni not reca ll persons named [ 
:quaintaucos of the | f iV as interested i 


1 


in Cnmmuni st 

Party affairs. He stated that he knew DOROTUKa Li.MrTF (TA TT.ORy. but did 
not know the extent oi her acquaintance with tlie l | if any. ^ho name 

of I ^was not familiar to him. 


ment m the miaoie 


pdvised that he nad no knowledge of the 
1930's or their p]acos of residence. 


bmployii 


C.P dr be. 


[ 


Since the 19?0bq. acc ord ing to 

VI f?. iWk^. 


Jias bGonra];£ra^_fis_ar^_ac2uaintanco_o|_^he[ 


r 


(/} . 
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advised t 

hat he became acquainted* with| 



1 




recalled visiting 



rGsidence on twe cccisions. 

The date of the 

first occasion was not recaiica. 

7C 

except that it 

was prior to 

the second visit 

1 i 

and was in too 

sninraortimo, 

nnparonx-iy, ii'jreiorej tne iirso visit, was in 


the siufimer cf cither 19iQ, 19Ui, or i9h6» The only persons present on this 


occasion v/erc 

The si>CL id visLt was recalLod 

— —r 

when a dinner was hold at 1 1 reei 

.aence 1 







Professor TAYT^OE and wife (believed named DOT, Ifo^orly a 
photographer who vae possibly once ast-ociated 
with "Life” Magazine, who had had an operation 
sh< rtly bviforc this affair.) (See DOROTHEii LAMGE 
ThYLOR ibcvo); 

The T^^YLORfe' tGon-ago son (name jict recalled); 


A youriCT woman (name not rocollud) from ^Xife^' Magazine in 



S-m France see ,1 
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I [ dv3 sed thj-t it was her bclacf that | [ were 

itibcrGsted in news photography as di stinguished from dccuirientary photography. 

I S tated that their c onvorsations vjith t lie had 

been primarily conccrnifig photography and | raLner inan 

on matters which T.Tnnia 1 ^ 1 . | attitude to ware <jommunism or 

the Scvi ot Union , Jtitea tnat she had no reason to believe 

that thel t^ero s;>inpathetic toward Communism or the U,S.C.R. 


know where. 


^ advised tliat when she first became acquainted with 
:.hey viere living sep arately , with| 

il fe] sewhere in town, tnougn see am noi 


I p dvisod that she did neb know hcT^ I_ 

to be CO mo a ttached to ’'Life” Magazine, tliough possibly ferougTT^ 
|( see aboveone of the original ”Lli*e” photograp?iers. 


lappenod 


of the 


/ 

\ 


J’ontioncd the foll^winc' as to the known acquaintances 
^ d M ^ 

Ic f h e ” 'lim 3 “L 1 f c ”, San Francis c 0 

OfficeJ^^^^” I 


I an acquaintance in the 3930 ’ a free 
lance photographer, l‘’ter employed by "Life” 
Magazine, 


DOROTHEA lu.NCE TiYLOR, morticned aoovo. 



, employed by •’Life’* m San Francisco. 


ggj- l I r p ' 

In July, 19 h 9 . ^SFr 

bt-lioved to be overseas,I 


* *X 


sorted bhi' 


mo tlien wis 


AH h 


This person is po3Sib]y idk.nlical with| | 

a Icrmwn acquaintance of the | | who his been interviewed •and has advised 

that she knew of no Comraunist sympathy or activity (_n the part of thj 




